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from Italy. An attempt was first made to arrest the expan-
sion of Carthage by peaceful means. For this purpose Rome
made use of her ancient connexion with the Graeco-Iberian
community of Saguntum, which now became her ally. Sagun-
tum might be useful in case of need, as a military base against
Carthage. Rather earlier, in 226 B. c., Rome made an agree-
ment with Hasdrubal, the Carthaginian general in Spain, by
which the river Ebro was fixed as a limit between the spheres
of influence of the two rivals.

From 236 B. c. to 228 Hamilcar commanded the Cartha-
ginian army in Spain; when his son-in-law and successor
Hasdrubal died in 221, Hannibal, the son of Hamilcar, was
chosen by the army to be their leader. The new general
began at once to prepare for war with Rome and to work out
a plan for invading Italy. By 219 B. c. his preparations were
complete. But before marching against Italy, it was neces-
sary to make his rear secure and to deprive the Romans of
a possible base for military operations in Spain. Saguntum,
which was in alliance with Rome and might well be used for
such operations, was taken after a siege of eight months.
Rome promptly declared war against Carthage. In order to
janticipate the Roman plan of sending one force to Africa to
take Carthage, and another to Spain to destroy the Cartha-
ginian army, Hannibal marched with extraordinary speed
over the Pyrenees, through southern Gaul, and across the
Alps into Italy. Here he counted on the support promised
him by the Gauls of north Italy; he also believed that
a series of victories would enable him to break the alliance
that bound the Italian clans and communities to Rome,
and that thus he could force her to make peace on terms
favourable to Carthage. To take Rome itself, surrounded
as it was with a ring of fortified colonies and Latin for-
tresses, seemed to him impossible, and formed no part of
his plan.

The approach of Hannibal was so speedy and sudden
that the Romans had no time to organize an army in Sicily
and dispatch it to Africa; they could not even muster
sufficient forces to defend the passes of the Alps and keep the
invader out of Italy. When Hannibal's army had reached
Italy and was joined by the Gauls in 217 B. c., it was too
late to think of invading Africa : Rome had to hurl her
last man into north Italy. The arduous passage of the Alps